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DEPARTMENT OF COUNSELOR EDUCATION

Old Main A Wing, Room 420
CONSENT FORM

You are invited to participate in a research study being conducted through Kutztown University. We ask that you read this form and ask any questions you may have before you decide whether or not you want to participate in the study.  The University requires that you give your signed agreement if you choose to participate. This study is being conducted by Dr. Deborah L. Duenyas, Assistant Professor, Kutztown University and Andre Sumiel, Graduate Student, Kutztown University. The title of the study is: Experiences of Racial/Ethnic Underrepresented Masters-level Students in Counselor Education. The purpose of this phenomenological study is to understand the perceived racial and ethnic experiences of counselor education graduate students in CACREP-accredited counseling programs in the United States.
Participation in this study will include one in-depth interview, with the use of web-based cameras through Zoom.  The estimated length of the interview is 45-60 minutes, and the interview will be audio recorded by use of a digital audio recorder. Data collection will occur May – July 2021. Please note that there is no Compensation for participating in this research study.
Your study-related information will be kept confidential within the limits of the law; that is, your name, the name of the university you attended, and the name of your current professional colleagues will not be used in any publication or presentation of research results. A pseudonym will be used to replace your actual name, university, and professional colleagues.
Although there are no direct benefits to you for participating in the study, your participation will help add to the understanding of underrepresented student experiences in CACREP-accredited counselor education programs. Participation offers the opportunity to discuss your experiences with another counseling student familiar with CACREP-accreditation. There are no anticipated risks or discomforts beyond those encountered in everyday life (e.g., possible technical difficulties when trying to communicate using Zoom). However, there is a possibility that speaking about racial/ethnic experiences may bring up unwanted emotions or discomfort. In the case of any psychological difficulty that may arise from participation, please contact the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Treatment Referral Helpline, 1-877-SAMHSA7 (1-877-726-4727), https://www.samhsa.gov/. SAMHSA provides general information on mental health concerns and can locate treatment services in your geographic region. 

All information will be handled in a confidential manner to the extent provided by law, so that no one will be able to identify you when results are recorded. The records of this study will be kept private. In any report or presentation, we will not include any information that will make it possible to identify a research study participant. Your participation in this study is completely voluntary. There is no penalty for not participating. You may discontinue your participation and withdraw from the study at any time without penalty. The researchers conducting this study are: 

Deborah Duenyas, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Counselor Education and Student Affairs and can be reached at duenyas@kutztown.edu or by calling 610-683-4225.

Andre Sumiel, Graduate Student, Department of Counselor Education and Student Affairs and can be reached at Andresumiel@gmail.com.
You may ask any questions you have now.  If you have questions later regarding the research study, you may contact the researcher listed above.  If you have any questions or concerns about the rights of research participants, please contact the IRB Committee at Kutztown University at 484-646-4167.  
Statement of Consent:

I have read the information described above and have received a copy of this information.  I have asked questions I had regarding the research study and have received answers to my satisfaction.  I am 18 years of age or older and voluntarily consent to participate in this study.

______________________________________________________________________



  Signature of Participant

                         
      Date

Thank you for your participation.
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